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CONPIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0591 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MR, LY, UR 

SUBJECT: MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR TO U.S. ON SOVIET INFLUENCE 
IN LIBYA 

REF: STATE I2I687 (NOTAL) 

THE EVEN-KEELED MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR APPEARS TO US TO BE 
LISTING A BIT TO STARBOARD IN BLAMING U.S. POLICY POR WHAT 
HE CALLS THE SOVIET BUILDUP IN LIBYA. THE WEAPONS LIBYANS 
ARE BUYING PROM THE SOVIETS ARE ESSENTIALLY OPPENSIVE, NOT 
DEPENSIVE. LIBYANS HAVE BEEN DITHERING IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
U.S. CONTRACTORS OVER SUPPLY OP AN AIR DEPENSE SYSTEM FOR 
ALMOST TWO YEARS. THE MAJOR SOVIET-LIBYAN ARMS AGREEMENT 
DATES BACK TO MAY, 1974, WELL BEFORE SO-CALLED U.S. THREATS 
AGAINST OIL PRODUCERS. AS DEPT AWARE, IN OUR VIEW ARAB 
NEIGHBORS WHO OUGHT TO BE CONCERNED BY SOVIET ARMS DEAL 
TO LIBYA ARE THOSE TO EAST, NOT TO WEST. 
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